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The object of this communication is to direct 
attention to the fact that thousands of soldiers, 
whose disabilities are curable, have been dis¬ 
charged from the Army. Treatment is necessary 
to enable the pensioner to return to useful civil 
employment and to save the State from vast ex¬ 
penditure in unnecessary pensions. A. R. 


THE PROPOSED UNIVERSITY FOR THE 
EAST MIDLANDS. 

HE movement for securing a charter for 
University College, Nottingham, with the 
view of making the College the seat of a Univer¬ 
sity for the East Midlands, has been carried 
further forward an important stage. A large con¬ 
ference of representatives of the counties of 
Derby, Leicester, Lincoln, Northampton, Notting¬ 
ham, and Rutland was held in the Grand Jury 
Room of the Guildhall, Nottingham, on Thursday, 
January 9. The Duke of Portland, who is the 
president of University College, took the chair, 
and the meeting included representatives of the 
leading civic and educational bodies and institu¬ 
tions throughout the whole area. 

The population concerned forms a well-marked 
geographical unity. It is concentrated, roughly 
speaking, in an ellipse, with its major axis stretch¬ 
ing north and south from Mansfield to Northamp¬ 
ton, and its minor axis east and west, with Not¬ 
tingham at the northern focus. The nearness— 
half an hour by rail—of Derby, Leicester, and 
Nottingham will render possible the interchange 
of students and teachers in a specially economical 
manner. And the remoter centres of population, 
such as Lincoln and Northampton, are within easy 
reach of one at least of the cities already named.. 

For the present, indeed, University College, 
Nottingham, and the Midland Agricultural Col¬ 
lege are the only institutions within the area 
which, in a systematic, manner, provide instruction 
and pursue research of the highest standard. 
And the centre of the administration of the Uni¬ 
versity will be at Nottingham. But there are in 
existence or immediately contemplated a consider¬ 
able number of institutions providing instruction 
of a special character, which will become integral 
parts of the new LTniversity, ranging through 
various degrees of affiliation to the position of 
schools in the University. Schools of engineering', 
■of lace, and of hosiery will, it is expected, take 
their respective places on a footing like that of 
the existing Agricultural College. Plans of a 
more ambitious character, involving the establish¬ 
ment of colleges of pure science and of arts, are 
also being developed. The proposed University, 
therefore, will furnish a type of a federal character 
in so far as the various schools rise towards, and 
obtain, recognition. 

The movement is thus organic to the soil, and 
is not an adventitious growth. Amid local differ¬ 
ences there is a similarity of social conditions and 
temperament which will bring a high degree of 
co-operation within reach. This co-operation may 
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already be found in the joint foundation of the 
Agricultural College, in the East Midland Educa¬ 
tional Union, and in the East Midland District of 
the Workers’ Educational Association. But no 
more hopeful omen for the realisation of the pro¬ 
posed University could have been anticipated than 
the unanimity with which, on January 9, the large 
and representative conference first affirmed the 
principle in view: “ The need for a University 
providing university and advanced technical 
education, and promoting scientific research ” for 
the East Midland area, and then, in the second 
place, outlined the committee which should take 
the next steps required. 

With the proposed foundation, the establish¬ 
ment of a University in each province will be 
nearly complete. And such is the richness of our 
English tradition, human and material, that the 
more recent foundations may look forward to 
g'aining some of that atmosphere which lends a 
magical stimulus to the studies of our two most 
ancient Universities. Of the local wealth of which 
the new University should be the guardian, two 
instances may suffice, one for arts, and one for 
science. By a happy accident, not so many years 
ago, the famous Leicester Codex of the New 
Testament was rescued from obscurity and care¬ 
less handling, and is now secure in the muniment- 
room of the Town Clerk of Leicester. 

In Nottingham, for the lack of a proper en¬ 
vironment, the remarkable mathematical genius 
of George Green displayed itself partly in vain. 
His epoch-making essay, “On the Application of 
Mathematical Analysis to the Theories of Elec¬ 
tricity and Magnetism,” urns published in Not¬ 
tingham in 1828 by subscription. In the preface 
the youthful author expressed the hope that “ the 
difficulty of the subject will incline mathematicians 
to read this work with indulgence, more particu¬ 
larly when they are informed that it was written 
by a young man, who has been obliged to obtain 
the little knowledge that he possesses at such 
intervals and by such means as other indis¬ 
pensable avocations, which offer but few oppor¬ 
tunities of mental improvement, afforded.” The 
hope was vain. To quote the ninth edition of the 
“ Encyclopaedia Britannica ” : “The work of 
Green, which contained these fine researches, 
though published in 1828, escaped the notice not 
only of foreign, but also even of British, mathe¬ 
maticians ; and it is a singular fact in the history 
of science that all his general theorems were redis¬ 
covered by Sir William Thomson, Chasles, and 
Sturm and Gauss.” Some years ago, at the in¬ 
stance of my colleague, Prof. E. H. Barton (to 
whom, himself a local mathematician, the Uni¬ 
versity College is proud to have furnished the op¬ 
portunities which Green lacked), I gathered from 
Miss Green some interesting particulars about her 
distinguished father; and these particulars were 
forwarded to Sir Joseph Larmor. I cannot 
imagine a more impressive argument for the 
foundation of the new^ University than a careful 
consideration of the biography of George Green. 
The traveller to Nottingham from the south can 
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rest his glance on the lower part of a windmill 
still known as Green’s Mill. This belonged to 
the father of the mathematician. The neighbours 
still hand on the tradition that the youthful genius 
worked within the walls of this building. 

Frank Granger. 


NOTES, 

The King opened the new Parliament in person 
on Tuesday, February it. In his Speech reference 
was made to proposals to be brought forward for the 
promotion of a comprehensive scheme of afforestation 
and to "a Bill for the creation of a new Ministry to 
deal with public health, with a view to the establish¬ 
ment throughout the land of a scientific and en¬ 
lightened health organisation to combat disease and 
to conserve the vigour of the race.” 

\Ye deeplv regret to announce the death on 
February 9, in his eighty-fourth year, of Prof. G. 
Carev Foster, F.R.S., formerly principal of University 
College, London, and previously professor of physics 
there from 1865 to 1898. The funeral will be at 
Rickmansworth Cemetery to-morrow (Fridayj at 3.15. 

Sir Richard Threlfalu, formerly professor of 
physics in the University of Sydney, has been elected 
a member of the Athenaeum Club under the provisions 
of the rule of the club which empowers the annual 
election bv the committee of a certain number of 
persons “of distinguished eminence in science, litera¬ 
ture, the arts, or for public service.” 

Sir Ronald Ross, who is consultant in malaria to 
the War Office, has been appointed honorary con¬ 
sultant in malaria cases to the Ministry of Pensions. 

We regret to see the announcement of the death, 
at sixtv-two years of age, of Prof. R- A. E. Blanchard, 
professor of parasitology in the facult\ of medicine, 
University of Paris, and author of numerous con¬ 
tributions to zoology, physiology, comparative anatomy, 
and hygiene, in addition to his works on parasites 
and parasitic diseases. 

The death is announced, in his sixty-seventh year, 
of l)r. Rolla C. Carpenter, who occupied a chair of 
engineering at Cornell University from 1895 to 1917. 
I)r. Carpenter had been concerned at various times in 
important engineering enterprises of the cities of Balti¬ 
more, Brooklyn, and New York. In 1898 he was 
president of the American Society of Heating and 
Ventilating Engineers. He was the author of 
treatises on experimental engineering, heating and 
ventilation, and the gas-engine. 

Next Tuesday, February t8, Capt. G. P. 1 homson 
will give the first of two lectures at the Royal Institu¬ 
tion on “Aeroplanes and the Great War.” On Thursday, 
February 20, Prof. II. M. Lefrov will give the first of 
two lectures on “ Insect Enemies of our Food Sup¬ 
plies”; and the second on Thursday, February 27, on 

How Silk is Grown and Made.” The Friday evening 
discourse on February 21 will be delivered by Mr. A. T. 
Hare on “Clock Escapements”; and on February 28 
bv Prof. J. A. McClelland on ” Nuclei and Ions.” 
On Saturday, February 22, at 3 o’clock, the Hon. 
J. W. Fortoscuc will give, the first of two lectures on 
“The Iimpire’s Share in England’s Wars.” 

During the war the interests of patentees have been 
adversely affected, and probably none more so than 
those connected with the chemical industries. Many 
patentees have been unable to use or develop their 
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patents, whilst in some cases where patents have been 
granted the' mere, publication of the grant has been 
forbidden. Attention is directed to these facts in the 
Chemical Trade Journal of January 25. Representa¬ 
tions have already been made to the Controllers of 
Patents and of Munitions Inventions, but it is sug¬ 
gested that further co-ordinated action is desirable to 
get the position readjusted. Inasmuch as many 
holders of British patents have, in the national 
interest, freely allowed the use of their patents for 
the period of the war, it is claimed that the “life” 
of those patents should be extended correspondingly. 

We regret to learn from the Journal des Observa- 
teurs (vol. ii., No. 12) that M. Jerome Coggia died 
on January 15. M. Coggia was born in 1849, and 
was assistant at Marseilles Observatory for more than 
fifty years. His colleagues there refer to him as “ un 
astronomy net if, habile et consciencieux, e-t un homme- 
de coeur.” He is best known for his discovery of the 
brilliant comet 1874 III., but he also discovered seven 
other comets and six minor planets. Another dis¬ 
coverer of a remarkable comet has passed away in the 
person of Mr. Edwin Holmes, a prominent member of 
the British Astronomical Association and a regular 
attendant at its meetings. The comet of short period 
that-he found in November, 1892, was distinguished 
bv two brilliant outbursts, after each of which it 
expanded rapidly and became difficult to see. It has 
been re-observed at two out of the three returns that 
it has made since then, but has never repeated tts 
interesting behaviour of 1892. 

Tins deaths of the following engineers are announced 
in the Engineer and in Engineering for February 7 :— 
Mr. Thomas Wright, late general works manager of 
the Dowson-Mason Gas Plant Co. He had been 
recognised for many years as an expert in the con¬ 
struction of coal- and gas-fired furnaces, and was a 
member of the Institution of Civil Engineers, the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, the Iron and 

Steel Institute, and the Faraday Society..Mr. Edward 

Cecil Inglebv, who died on January 24 after a long 
illness, was a director of the firm of Inglebv and 
Co., Ltd., electrical engineers, and an associate 
member of the Institution of Civil Engineers.—Mr. 
George Cuming, who was in his forty-eighth year, and 
for thirty-two years had been connected with the firm 
of Messrs. Ilarland and Wolff, Belfast, latterly as 
engineering manager. He was a member of the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, and also of the 
Institution of Naval Architects, and was made an 
officer of the Order of the British Empire in 1917. 
He took an important part in the development of 
the steam turbine for steamship propulsion. 

Designers of motor-cycles have for some time past 
felt that no adequate means exist to admit of their 
meeting together for the purpose of ventilating and 
discussing the difficulties of the many problems with 
which they are confronted from time to time. In 
consequence, a representation on the subject was 
recently placed before the Institution of Automobile 
Engineers at a conference attended by technical repre¬ 
sentatives of some of the motor-cycle manufacturing 
firms. The institution has now arranged for two 
meetings to he held at the Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce expressly for the discussion of points con¬ 
nected with the design of motor-cycles. The first of 
these meetings will bo held on Thursday, February 20, 
when Mr. D. S. floather will read a paper entitled 
“A Survey of Current Motor-cycle Design”; and the 
second meeting will be held on Thursday, March 20. 
when Mr. Eric Caudwell will read a paper the title 
of which is not vet announced. Those who desire to 
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